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32nd Annual Library Happening 
Wednesday, April 19, 2023

Two Performances: 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to entertain your friends and help support the 
Plymouth Place Library operating fund for the next year. Leslie Goddard, 
award-winning actress and scholar, will present a living history portrayal of 
Julia Child.
 
Tickets are available for residents through donations to the Library of any 
amount. The Sales and Marketing department is graciously underwriting the 
major expenses of the day and will handle external mailing to their potential 
clients. Residents will receive a form for ordering tickets Wednesday, March 15, 
with a return deadline of Wednesday, March 22. Mailings will then be sent to 
the public.
 
The Plymouth Place Library depends solely on the Library Happening for its 
operation. The Library continues to make available the latest in books, large 
print books, magazines, five major newspapers, and two local papers. It is 
open 24/7 and staffed entirely by resident volunteers.
 
Morning Performance
9 a.m.-10:15 a.m. Pastries and coffee
Lower Level Dining Room
10:30 a.m. Leslie Goddard Show

Bistro Lunch (Optional)
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Afternoon Performance
2 p.m. Leslie Goddard Show
3:15 p.m. Dessert
Lower Level Dining Room
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

IN MEMORIAM

Pat Dore 3/02

Jackie Dyll 3/04

Marilyn Slanec 3/04

Betty Peterson 3/10

Mary Burke 3/11

Bette Barron 3/12

Hank Bode 3/15

Mary “Betty” Fischer 3/15

Norman Schnaufer 3/18

Dan McEachran 3/20

Michael Cieslak 3/21

Janet Guelfi 3/21

Millie Kelly 3/24

Jim Condon 3/25

Gloria Orner 3/26

Muriel Rooney 3/26

Sue Gelderman 3/27

Dianne Luhmann 3/27

Joyce Allen 3/28

Charmaine Blessman 3/28

Susan Smith 3/30

Peggy Taylor 3/30

Dorothy Kaplan 3/31

Ruth Nicholson 3/31

Honoring Our Residents

Jeanne Petruzzelli

Glenda Jindrich

Helen Bohr

Gregory Morman

Diana Whitton



Page 3

Meet Marlene Slas
If you’ve ever dreamed of taking a driving trip around 
the United States following all of the back roads, you 
might want to talk with Marlene Slas, a new Plymouth 
Place resident. When Marlene and her husband 
Raymond had young children, they would often pile 
everyone in the car and take off across the country 
following what Raymond called the “blue lines.” 
They also enjoyed taking the children to Downtown 
Chicago to visit the many museums. Raymond had a 
Ph.D., was an educator, and later worked for Sears 
before his retirement. Marlene and Raymond always 
enjoyed traveling together and visited their favorite 
destination, the Bahamas, 35 times! Raymond died 

about ten years ago after having a stroke. Marlene moved to Plymouth Place early in 
January from her condo in Willow Springs. She has quickly settled into her apartment 
and is looking forward to getting her art hung so it feels more like home. 

Before moving to Willow Springs, Marlene and her family lived for many years in 
Western Springs where they raised their children: Steve, an architect, who lives in 
Willow Springs, and Suzanne, who lives in Wassenaar, the Netherlands. Marlene’s 
children are happy that she has settled safely at Plymouth Place. They call her daily 
to see how things are going. Suzanne spent a month here helping. Marlene has 
also visited Suzanne in her charming home, built before World War II and with the 
traditional red tile roof. While visiting, Marlene enjoys going to nearby Amsterdam, 
with its many lovely canals and the well-known red-light district. Suzanne’s husband 
is an astrophysicist at the European Space Agency, and they have two children, 
ages 15 and 16.

When Marlene’s younger child went to school, she began working part-time at the 
Western Springs hardware store as a cashier. She came to know many of the town’s 
residents, who were frequent customers. Marlene knew the store’s owners, the 
Johnsons. When Audrey Johnson lived here, they would often visit Audrey on the 6th 
floor. After one visit, Marlene commented to Suzanne that Plymouth Place was like a 
five-star hotel, and she replied, “You could live there, you know!” And now she does!

Marlene is taking her time becoming involved here and enjoys some of the 
musical events offered. She had a cat when living in her condo and may someday be 
persuaded to adopt another one to live with her in her new home. In the meantime, 
she would enjoy getting to know others here.
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Meet Rich Begley
Richard “Rich” Begley, was born and raised 
on the South Side of Chicago, where he 
graduated from Leo High School. His wife, 
Mary Jule, whom he dated in high school, 
was also a South Sider. After high school, 
Rich received his Bachelor’s degree in 
business from DePaul and later a Masters, 
also in business, from Loyola Chicago. 
His career was spent working for a major 
telecommunications company in Illinois, 
New York, New Jersey, and Georgia. Mary 

Jule was employed as an accountant. Together they enjoyed each of the states where 
they lived and worked.

Rich retired from the company while working in Atlanta, Georgia, and he and his wife 
moved to a retirement community in Leesburg, Florida. It was there that Mary Jule 
died in 2013. Shortly after his wife’s passing, Rich moved back to his home turf, 
buying a condo in Orland Park, where he lived for the next nine years. When he knew 
it was time, he decided to move to Plymouth Place. Rich is still settling in, having only 
recently closed on the sale of his condo.  

Rich has always loved to travel and has visited all fifty states and thirty countries! 
Because he is a train buff, he has taken many train trips and has been on all the 
Amtrak trains to the West. He has traveled on trains throughout Europe, with 
special memories of trips to Ireland, Switzerland, Scandinavia, and Italy. The 
Switzerland rail system is his favorite. He also appreciated a trans-Canada trip 
traveling by rail from Toronto to Vancouver. He enjoys traveling in a compartment 
and watching the beautiful scenery.

Rich’s interest in trains goes beyond traveling. He is the Associate Editor of First 
& Fastest, a magazine covering the Chicago railroads. In addition, he recently edited 
a series of four publications called Dispatches, covering the streetcar system of 
Chicago. Hopefully, these interesting publications will soon be available in our library 
for your enjoyment.  

Rich is a veteran and enjoyed meeting with the Plymouth Place Veterans Group 
soon after his move here. His life is full with his many friends living in the area and his 
railroad connections. He and an associate are currently working on an extensive article 
for the summer issue of First & Fastest. If you’re interested in learning more about the 
trains and trams in the Chicago area, Rich is the person to contact!
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Spiritual Corner

It feels like I just boxed up the glitter of Christmas and the glitz of 
New Year’s! Yet here we are, a week or so into the season of Lent, 
lengthening daylight, spotting the green of St. Patrick’s Day on the 

horizon, and spring to start on the 21st. Sometimes time moves fast. 
Too fast? Maybe.

Since we have no power over the hours in a day, how do we slow down, 
let our shoulders lower from our ears, and fully exhale? How do we 

experience the present moment without ruminating on the past or sinking 
into the anxiety of the unknown about what’s next?

Attention and intentionality. Pay attention to the sights, smells, and 
sounds around you. Be intentional and eat one bite at a time, chewing 
slowly, tasting and savoring the texture of the food. Pick the next card 

you send according to how it feels, as much as the sentiments conveyed—
practice!- by identifying the coins in your pocket according to the touch, not 
sight. Or pause before you respond to a challenging comment, finding kind 
words to offer in return. Or see how slowly you can take the first sip of wine, 

small and lingering, holding that swallow in your mouth for a moment.

All this is to help us fully exploit the time we are given, which will never 
be given to us again. We only have now. How will you live the one-time 
gift of today? We cannot control the passing of time. But maybe during 

Spring 2023, we can begin to learn to savor all that time will bring.

Reverend Christina Vosteen

Day of Prayer
Plymouth Place will be observing the World Day of Prayer on Friday, 

March 3 from 2- 3:30 p.m. in the Private Dining Room. There will be time 
for private prayer and time to remember national and international prayer 

needs. You may pray silently or out loud in the groups. Prompts with prayer 
suggestions will be available. Time is “open house” style, so come and 

go as you are able. Please join us for reflection and prayer.



Page 6

Edith Ambrose –
   Accounts Receivable Billing 
   Specialist

Nick Chuchna –
   Production Manager

Diamond Crocker
   Certified Nursing Assistant

Keira Hernandez – Server

Jazz Hines – Resident Assistant

Jasmine Johnson – 
   Resident Assistant

Lisa Kolovitz – Bar Server

Xander Koukol – HCC Inventory 
   and Purchasing Clerk

David Leamer – Concierge Manager

Janet Mendez – Resident Assistant

Marcela Navarro – Certified 
   Nursing Assistant

Alexis Parker – Wound Nurse

Denise Scott-Blunt – Certified 
   Nursing Assistant

Welcome to the Plymouth place team!
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
P2H2— 

Plymouth Place 
Helping Hands

Books for Students
So many of us have enjoyed reading all our lives, and this is an initiative to help foster that 

love of reading in students. Please attend a meeting on March 9 at 3 p.m. in the Game 
Room to support the Books for Students initiative. We are working with our community 
partner, LeaderShop, and plan to provide a book as a gift to each of their after-school 
elementary and middle school students. Also, we are arranging for our local libraries 
to provide information to the LeaderShop students about applying for a library card. 

We are asking Plymouth Place residents to volunteer to participate in this project 
by donating $15.00 to fund a book purchase. When the books arrive, we will meet again 
and write notes to each student to accompany their gift book. This cooperative project 

involves Plymouth Place residents, local libraries, and LeaderShop. Contact Sue Johnston 
or Sue Gelderman for more information or to volunteer to make this initiative happen 

for young readers.
Please join us on March 9 at 3 p.m. in the Game Room to kick off this initiative.  

Sue Gelderman (573) 873-4073 | scgelderman@hotmail.com
Sue Johnston (708) 707-7628 | donsuej_2000@yahoo.com

A Delicious “Volunteer” Opportunity
Save the Date | Sunday, April 30, 2023 | 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Here’s a delicious way to “volunteer” some support for the work of the Kiwanis Club in 
our neighboring communities. Kiwanis invites Plymouth Place residents to attend their 

“UnPancake” Plus Breakfast.
American Legion Hall, 900 South La Grange Road, La Grange, Illinois

Our “volunteering” will be to donate $10 a ticket for the breakfast, which includes
 French toast sticks, egg strata, fruit, bagels, orange juice, and coffee. For tickets, 

contact Marti Tracy, or tickets may be purchased at the door. Bring your friends and family.  
Children 5 and under are free.

Marti Tracy (708) 354-9453

Contact Sue Gelderman (573) 873-4073 or Sue Johnston (708) 707-7628 
if you have a service/outreach project that you would like to have featured in 

the Plymouth Place Helping Hands (P2H2) monthly article in Tower Topics.
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Trash Talk - Don Johnston

RESIDENTS’ COUNCIL MEETING

Market Place Happening - 
Teatime in Ireland

Tour of Ireland - Open to Friends!

By now, most of you have noticed the new cup at the Bistro beverage dispensing station. 
I’m talking about the cup with “Compost” printed in big green letters round and round the cup. 

I used my magnifier to read the fine black print, which tells us what “Compost” means in this case: 
“Commercially compostable only. Check locally. Composting programs may not exist in your area. 

Not suitable for home composting. A renewable resource, made from trees and corn.”  

Importantly, none of the fine print says that the cups are recyclable. They cannot be collected, 
sorted, and sold as material for remanufacture. Waste Management doesn’t operate a “Commercial 

Composting facility.” So, like most other paper drink cups, these new cups do not belong in the 
blue bins. Please bag them with your trash and toss them down the trash room chute.

Thank you for helping keep our recycling stream clean.

Tuesday, March 7 @ 7:15 p.m. in Dole Hall

Please join other residents for our regular Council Meeting to hear the latest news about life in 
Plymouth Place. All residents are members of the Council and are encouraged to attend.

Come travel the world with us in the Market Place. We are featuring Ireland in March, 
and will host Teatime in Ireland on Thursday, March 23 at 2 p.m. outside the Market. Enjoy 

Irish tea and treats, a few stories, and songs with Paddy Homan. 
Make your reservation with the Call Center at (708) 588-6423. 

Did you know that the 5-star Tour of Ireland Trip is open to all friends 
of Plymouth Place? This tour offers attendees a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to experience Ireland’s rich cultural, literary, and historic 
traditions. Plus, they will be the very best musical, culinary, and golf 

opportunities, and first-class accommodations all along the way! 
Led by Paddy Homan and Jay Biere, this trip is a keystone, 
memory-making event. Scan the QR code to download the 

informational flier, or contact Kathleen Riley at (708) 482-6647 
or kriley@plymouthplace.org.



Page 9

SHOPPING TRIPS

REMINDER TO ALL 
PLYMOUTH PLACE RESIDENTS

With cold weather now here bringing ice, snow and sleet, please remember to stay 
safe and wear proper attire. If you have a furry friend/pet, we suggest you use our 

excellent Pet Service to decrease the possibility of any weather-related falls. Remember, 
she is a licensed veterinary assistant with many years of service, and she would 

love to help you remain safe this winter. Contact Victoria Dzierzbicki for assistance 
initiating this service, or pick up the flier outside Victoria’s office. Stay safe! 

Monday
9:30 a.m.—Jewel, 

5th Third Bank, Dollar Tree
11:00 a.m.—Walgreens & Trader Joe’s

Thursday
9:30 a.m.—Walgreens & Trader Joe’s

11:00 a.m.—Jewel, 
5th Third Bank & Dollar Tree

These trips are free of charge and sign-up will be at the concierge desk.

PET SERVICES
Just a reminder that we offer Pet Services from a certified Veterinarian Assistant. For more 

information, please contact Victoria Dzierzbicki at (708) 482-6636.

With the new year now upon us, don’t forget to review your 
Emergency Contact information with Victoria if there have been 

any changes or you simply want to assure that Plymouth Place has 
the correct information. Please contact Victoria, Resident Service 

Manager for Independent Living at (708) 482-6636, or email her 
at vdzierzbicki@plymouthplace.org to make an appointment for a 

quick review of your Contact information.
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The Clinic is here to support you! Please call the Clinic Manager at 
(708) 482-6777 to learn about hours and schedules, 

available services, and to get answers to your questions. 

Important safety reminder
As a reminder, phone scams are in full swing. Do not be a victim! 

The IRS, Social Security, Medicare, Amazon, ATT, Comcast, and other 
like providers should never ask for gift cards, money or anything 

of that nature. If you do not recognize the number calling, don’t answer 
it. If it is family or friends, they will leave messages. Are you unsure about 

a call? Collect the number and name, and contact Mike Ross, 
Security Director, at (708) 482-6508, and he will investigate.

Friendly Reminder
If you do not have email, please check the bulletin board on the lower level 

near The Bistro for postings on community happenings and updates.

Call (708) 482-6636 to make an
appointment, or stop at office #1167.
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News from the Dietician

I AM IRELAND

March is National Nutrition Month! 
This gives us the opportunity to take a closer look at our personal 

nutrition choices and plan for our future wellness. Plan to attend the 
Culinary Adventures group on March 20! 

See you there.

Did you know Plymouth Place’s Paddy Homan is featured on PBS this month 
for prime-time viewing on March 17 at 9 p.m.? This is Homan’s self-created 

one-man theatrical show, I AM IRELAND, which has now been aired over 1,000 
times across 285 PBS stations across the US since 2020. “Only in America,” as 
Paddy often jokes. Be sure to let your friends and family know of this upcoming 
St. Patrick’s Day viewing. This concert film was taped at Chicago’s renowned 

Old St. Pat’s Church and featured The City Lights Orchestra.

Friday, March 17 at 9 p.m. | Sunday, March 19 at 1 a.m.
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Focus on fitness

Rules of the Hendrickson 
Fitness Center
 1. For those who work out on their own, please make sure you are signing into the 
  fitness center. There is a sheet located outside the main door AND outside the door 
  that leads to the exercise machines. There is a sheet located outside the main door AND 
  outside the door that leads to the exercise machines. This is only for those who work out on 
  their own.

 2. Please remember to wipe down your equipment at the end of each use. Even if you are 
  planning on using multiple pieces of equipment after you finish on one, wipe it down before 
  going to the next. 

 3. Please be respectful of the TV and the volume of the TV.

 4. Please keep phone use to a minimum if you are working out during a time of a group class 
  or others are around you. This is to be respectful of everyone. 

 5. Stay safe, and ask for help when you need it or have questions.

Wellness Trends
The wellness team is focusing on the importance of working out in a group setting. Group classes 
can assist with boosting energy levels and motivation and bring friendly competition between you 
and your peers. If you currently do not participate in group classes, our goal for you is to try for at 
least one week and see how you like it. 

Balance Clinic using VirtuSense
Did you ever think virtual reality would assess your balance? On Tuesday, March 21, from 
12:30 – 1:45 p.m., make your way to the Fitness Center, where you can get your balance checked 
by using our new VirtuSense (VR) balance device. For those who have done it in the past, we will 
do the same assessments- Functional Reach, Gait, and TUG Test. If you have any questions, call 
Stefanie at (708) 482-6775. We hope to see you there!

Low Vision Group
Gregg Pusateri will join us via Zoom to discuss “Smart Home, Smart Phone, Smart Apps.” We will 
meet in the Education Room on March 1 at 1 p.m. We hope to see you all there! 
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Dole Hall Presents

Thursday, March 9, 7:15 p.m., Louise Chan and Anita Graef on Piano and Cello
Pianist Louise Chan, a native of Ottawa, Canada, and winner of the Canadian Music Competition,
is a versatile classical pianist, chamber musician, orchestral keyboardist, and music educator. 
She is currently on the piano faculty at the Music Institute of Chicago. Dr. Chan held a position as 
Principal Pianist of the Madison Symphony Orchestra from 2007-2010, and has served as a substitute 
keyboardist with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra since 2017. 
Cellist Anita Graef, recipient of the Gheens Young Artist 2022 Award and winner of the 2021 American 
Prize in Instrumental Performance, has been described as a musician of “superb artistry” (Pasadena 
Now) who plays with “high energy and polish” (WQXR). She has earned recognition for her music mak-
ing as an artist who is equally at home exploring traditional as well as contemporary works, along with 
a deep commitment to service, outreach and education.

Wednesday, March 15, 7:15 p.m.
Paddy Homan and the Noble Call

Everyone is invited to a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration!

Thursday, March 23, 7:15 p.m., Martina Mathisen: 
The 6 wives of Henry VIII
Queen, lover, mother, outcast, victim, survivor: Meet the six wives 
of Henry VIII as presented by Martina Mathisen of Edu-tainment 
Living History in this one-of-a-kind program. Your audience will 
discover compelling truths about these remarkable women from 
an intriguing time in history. These fascinating women led equally 
fascinating lives, apart from the manner in which they ended. 
Martina artfully interweaves tales of power, personality, and politics. 
Do these six famous wives deserve their popular labels? Meet all 
six wives of Henry VIII and find out for yourself.
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Performing arts and excursions
Elmhurst Art Museum & Lunch | Friday, March 10
Depart from Lobby 9:30 a.m. | Return 2:30 p.m.

Stroll through The Elmhurst Art Museum featuring contemporary works of art in various styles and 
media. Admission, tour, and transportation $28, plus the cost of lunch.

Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423

Lyric Opera of Chicago | Wednesday Matinee, March 15 | Carmen
Depart from Lobby 12:30 p.m. | Return 6:30 p.m.
To purchase tickets, Call Box Office (312) 827-5600

Round Trip Transportation $10
Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423

ROMEOS Lunch Outing | Friday, March 17
Depart from lobby at 11:15 a.m. | Return 2 p.m.

This month we will attend the CORKL 2023 at the Village of Western Springs for a 
corned beef and cabbage dinner, traditional Irish music, and a performance by Paddy Homan.

$35, including lunch and transportation.
Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423

Chicago Symphony Orchestra | Friday Matinee, March 17 | Carmina Burana
Depart from Lobby 12:15 p.m. | Return Approx. 4 p.m.

To purchase tickets, call Box Office (312) 294-3000
Round-trip transportation is $10. Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423

JULIETS Lunch Outing | Friday, March 24 | J. Alexander’s
Depart from lobby at 11:15 a.m. Return 2 p.m.

Join your fellow Plymouth Place ladies’ group as we lunch at J. Alexander’s in Oakbrook this month.  
The menu item will be chosen at the restaurant. Transportation plus the cost of lunch.

Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423

Mitchell Museum of the American Indian & Lunch | Friday, March 31
Depart from Lobby 9:30 a.m. | Return at 4 p.m.

Join us as we visit the Mitchell Museum in Evanston and explore the history, culture, 
and arts of North American native peoples.

Admission, tour, and transportation $15 plus the cost of lunch.
Sign up with Call Center (708) 588-6423
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Bessie Roose Library | New Books
NEW BOOKS | FEBRUARY 2023

Mitford Affair by Marie Benedict. A novel about history’s most notorious sisters 
with Nancy’s valiant efforts to stop the Nazis from taking over Great Britain and 
the complicated choices she must make between the personal and political.

What Once Was True (large print) by Jean Grainger. A story about two families of 
different social classes in Waterford, Ireland, during WWII

Just the Nicest Couple (large print and regular) by Mary Kubick. A dark and twisted 
exploration of loyalty, family, and how far we will go to protect the ones we love.

Someone Else’s Shoes (large print and regular) by Jojo Moyes. Mix-ups, mess-ups, 
and making the most of second chances with humor and warmth, showing how just 
one little thing can suddenly change everything.

Saving Freud by Andrew Nagorski. A dramatic true story about Sigmund Freud’s 
last-minute escape to London following the German annexation of Austria and the 
group of friends who made it possible.

The Cabinet of Dr. Long (large print) by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child. FBI Special 
Agent Pendergast and Constance Greene as they cross paths with New York’s 
deadliest serial killer and Pendergast’s ancestor, now his greatest foe.

The House in the Pines by Ana Reyes. Seven years after witnessing her best 
friend drop dead, Maya returns to her Berkshire hometown to piece together 
what happened.   

Encounter in Death (large print and regular) by J.D. Robb. Homicide cop Eve Dallas 
returns in a classic thriller featuring murder weapons and cyanide at a high society 
Manhattan party.

The Lost Summers of Newport by Beatriz Williams, Lauren Willig, and Karen White. 
A novel of money and secrets set among the famous summer mansions of Newport, 
Rhode Island, spanning over a century from the Gilded Age to the present day.

Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow (large print) by Gabrielle Zevis. The story of 
three brilliant kids who found a video game company and much more, including 
friendship, love, empathy, violence in America, plus the magic of invented worlds.
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Creative Arts corner          By Eleanor Frick

Every Monday at 2 p.m. & Friday at 9:30 a.m. in March: 
World of Watercolor, Creative Arts Studio
Join us for watercolor painting classes in March! Participants will learn basic painting 
techniques with watercolors, acrylic, calligraphy inks, and high-flow acrylic paint. Both 
abstract and representational styles will be explored! We will engage in both free-form 
technique workshops and step-by-step art projects. One-on-One sessions for specific 
techniques, projects, and needs are also available!

Every Monday at 9:30 a.m. & Friday at 2 p.m. in March: Weaving Class, Weaving Studio
There is still space to learn the basics of weaving and creating beautiful cloth! Class open 
to multiple skill levels with an emphasis on independent projects and developing skills, 
including basic woven cloth structures, drafting, tapestry weaving, inlay, brocading and 
other basic color techniques. Individual projects are welcome and supported! One-on-
One sessions for specific techniques, projects, and needs are also available. Limited space 
remaining!
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Scene on the second floor  Maria

Health Care Center Happenings Maria & Ana

Spring is right around the corner, and Assisted Living’s got a month full of surprises to welcome 
in the changing seasons! Our regular programming is set on schedule—from snake eyes every 
Monday afternoon, bingo on Tuesdays and Saturdays, jewelry making on Wednesdays, and 
our art groups on Tuesday mornings. We will celebrate Holi, the Indian Festival of Colors, on 
the 8th, with a brief history presentation and chalk-marbling prints! Don’t forget about the 
Singing Sages; they’re coming back to sing along with us for Happy Hour on the 23rd. That 
same afternoon, we are going on a scenic drive by of Riverside’s neighborhoods, and we’re 
stopping by Andy’s to get some vanilla sundaes on the way. We are also lined up events and 
entertainers coming for this month, starting with Charles Pansino on the 14th in Albert Hall. 
We’re celebrating St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th, and Wine & Cheese with Edizon Dayao is back 
with his saxophone on the 30th in the Margaret Bailey Lounge. Please join us on the second 
floor, and we promise you a good time!

March is here, and we’re marching on to Spring! The Health Care Center is gearing up for a 
fruitful month full of enrichment and good times. We have Creative Corner with Maria on 
Mondays, ice cream socials on Tuesdays, worship services with Chaplain Doreen on 
Wednesdays, armchair rtavel and bingo on Thursdays, and Picture and Pie on Fridays. This 
month, we are celebrating St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th, so please join us in Albert Hall for the 
festivities. Get ready to reminisce and sing with crooner Charles Pansino on the 14th and our 
Birthday Bash with Liz Goss on the 22nd. The Ice Cream Social with Frank Rossi is back for 
some jolly good time on the 28th. Don’t forget about the Singing Sages on the 9th and our drum 
circle group with Jon Gould on the 16th. Welcome the warmth with us on the third floor!

Spring is coming, and here at Memory Care, we look forward to a colorful month full of fun and 
surprises! First, we are celebrating Holi, the festival of colors celebrated in India, on the 8th by 
making chalk pastel prints. We are also dipping our hands into some pottery, where we’ll be 
making decorative plates on the 9th. On the 16th, we’ll be baking our own Irish soda bread 
to partake in on the 17th for our St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Albert Hall. Our high tea is 
back on the 2nd floor in the Margaret Bailey Lounge this month on the 31st. We’re also making 
strawberry shortcakes on the 27th to mark the beginning of the season. And that’s not all! 
We’re lined up with new and recurring entertainers this month, starting with our crooner 
Charles Pansino on the 14th in Albert Hall. Liz Goss is back for the wine & cheese party on the 
22nd, Frank Rossi on the 28th for our ice cream social, and Edizon Dayao and his saxophone 
on the 30th. Don’t forget our monthly drum circle group led by Jon Gould on the 16th and 
our sing-a-long with the Singing Sages on the 23rd. We’re welcoming the spirit of Spring with 
warmth and joy; please come and join us in Memory Care and celebrate these new beginnings 
with us!

Memory Care Musings  Joseph
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Philanthropy News
“A Rising Tide Lifts all Boats.” 
What an exciting time to be at Plymouth Place. To be part of the daily “watch teams” for 
the new building is awe-inspiring. Our team of building professionals has such pride in 
building the East Campus area, knowing the impact it will have on others. They, too, have 
embraced our 79-year mission of service to others and are proud to be part of this journey 
and give back. 

Annual Corporate Partner Appreciation Breakfast. 
This took place on February 15th and was a resounding success. We said a BIG THANK 
YOU to all our vendors and mission partners who collaborate with us each day in serving 
through excellence. We also launched our 2023 Corporate Partnership Package to Vendors, 
and this was enthusiastically received. Copies of these packages can be accessed in the 
Philanthropy office. 

Charitable Giving News: 
The SECURE 2.0 Act of 2022 has a small gift for charities and individuals over age 70 1/2 
who are willing to transfer up to $50,000 from their IRA to a charitable remainder trust or 
into a charitable annuity arrangement. Since 2006, individuals who are required to take 
annual minimum distributions from their IRA accounts have had the option of transferring up 
to $100,000 per year directly from one or more IRAs to one or more public charities and/or 
private operating foundations. This other option- transfer from your IRA directly to a CGA, 
allows people to also generate life income while also benefiting the charity of their choice. 
Plymouth is actively working with Northern Trust on such matters. We have also received 
feedback for more information on seminars in this regard- more to follow on this. 

Our office has received several positive inquiries from donors and their families wishing 
to make an impact on our mission in this critical year in our history. The overarching theme 
is, “we see what Jay and the Board are doing, the direction Plymouth is going in serving 
residents, staff, and the wider community in planning for the future, and we want to help.” 
There are lots of ways to get involved: whether through a naming rights opportunity with 
the new campus and new program areas; funding our robust scholarship program that 
continues to thrive in scaffolding staff in their learning; our emergency hardship fund for 
staff who need immediate help; supporting the work of our two dedicated chaplains as 
they tend to the spiritual needs of our community; or support of our reserve fund which 
includes benevolent support. It just goes back to where your giving passions lie. Our office 
would be delighted to sit with you and your financial planner to maximize the opportunity. 

This is a momentous time in the life of Plymouth Place. 

For all your gift planning questions and information for advisors, go to 
www.plymouthlacegiving.org 

Paddy Homan | phoman@plymouthplace.org | (708) 557-6678
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Leading Age Winners with their Leaders

Love Letters Performance

Tyler Kivel

Lyric Opera Singers
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Tina Jenkins-Crawley

ROMEOS
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315 North La Grange Road ~ La Grange Park, IL 60526 ~ Phone: (708) 354-0340 
www.plymouthplace.org

Plymouth Place offers a full continuum of care under one roof, including independent living 
and assisted living residences, memory care suites, Medicare-certified short-term rehabilitation, 
and long-term skilled nursing. Our person-centered approach to quality care allows us to tailor 
services and programs to meet the evolving needs and preferences of our residents.

“Amazed, intrigued, and humbled.” This is what Sharon Andersen 
feels when she hears the many stories of the people  she serves in her 
position as Plymouth Place’s Salon and Spa Manager. Working here since 
November 2020, Sharon has seen the use of the salon increase to the 
point that 70% of residents are current customers. Further growth is 
coming with the planned offering of “Barbershop Mondays” beginning 
in May. A barbershop will be offered on alternate Mondays and also on 
alternate Saturdays. Sharon strives to meet the needs of all Plymouth 
Place residents, including those living in Greg’s Place and on the 2nd and 
3rd floors. She does this with a wonderful spirit that welcomes everyone 
who walks through the salon doors.

While attending Riverside Brookfield High School as a teenager, Sharon 
dreamed of becoming an attorney. With that in mind, she took all college 

preparatory classes in her freshman and sophomore years. However, when she was just 16, a friend 
convinced her to enter beauty school. She began with the plan that she could work as a beautician to 
put herself through college. By the time she finished her beauty school course, her friends had already 
gone on to college, so she began working at the Neiman Marcus beauty shop in Oakbrook. She soon 
realized she loved the work and knew this was the career for her. She has been at this work for over 
35 years, working at various salons and in her own home. 

As a teenager, Sharon often passed by Plymouth Place while attending the beauty school in Downtown 
La Grange. Coming to work here was a comfortable transition for her as her mother had been in rehab 
on the 3rd floor on a couple of occasions. Sharon’s mother died a year ago last November at the age 
of 95.   Sharon has two children of her own, a son who is 21 and a sophomore at Lewis University and 
a daughter, 18, who is a freshman also at Lewis. As a single parent, Sharon worked hard to raise her 
two children independently. She is extremely proud of how they both have turned out! Her children 
grew up in their home in Bolingbrook, where there is a big beautiful backyard with two ponds beyond. 
Sharon and her children enjoyed playing with remote control boats on the ponds and watching brave 
souls ice fish in the winter. Sharon lives there now with her daughter and their sweet dog, Ollie.

Sharon loves to travel and is looking forward to a trip to the Dominican Republic with her boyfriend 
of seven years. Together they have gone on dozens of cruises and traveled to Sharon’s favorite 
destination, Mexico. She loves a relaxing vacation with plenty of time for lying in the sun, which is 
certainly understandable for anyone who has witnessed how hard she works!

Sharon says she is an “open book,” and if there’s anything you need to know, feel free to ask. She is 
here to help and loves the residents of Plymouth Place. We’re lucky to have her!

Plymouth Place Staff: 
Sharon Andersen


