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We were fortunate last month to host two wonderful  
veteran-focused events at Plymouth Place.  I am sure you 
would agree with me that honoring our veterans and first 
responders is one small way we can thank them for all they 
do and have done for us.  In the same week, we welcomed 
war hero, Major General John Borling, and served over 100 
meals to veterans and first responders in partnership with 
the Rotary Club of Western Springs for their annual Steak 
Fry.  It was inspiring, to say the least. 

 

As an organization, Plymouth Place is committed to honoring those who serve and have 
served, but we are also committed to being a good steward in our community.  We  
support and partner with more than 20 not-for-profit organizations, giving of our time, 
talents, and resources to help them further their missions.  As a mission-focused  
organization ourselves, we understand how critical it is to have partners who work with 
you to achieve goals and initiatives.  The Steak Fry is a great example.  A long-standing 
event put on by the Rotary Club of Western Springs, two years ago, many of our  
leadership team volunteered to serve.  Both last year and this year, COVID restrictions 
made it impossible to host the event at a local church as has been the tradition, so we 
hosted here in Dole Hall.  Take a look at page 19 for photos from the event. 
 

As you walk down the northern corridor on the first floor, stop and take a look at the 
plaque that notes our primary mission partners.  Interfaith Community Partners, Aging 
Care Connections, Community Memorial Foundation, Pillars Community Health, the  
Rotary Clubs of Western Springs and La Grange, LADSE, and LATTE Theater are just a 
handful of those organizations we support and who support us.  They each do great 
things in our community, and it is an honor to be able to partner with them. 
 

These symbiotic relationships with local not-for-profits allow both our organization and 
theirs to do more, achieve more, and make an even greater impact than we would be 
able to do alone.  The fourth part of the Rotary Club Four-Way Test is “Will it be  
beneficial to all concerned?”  What a wonderful tenet to guide our decisions,  
partnerships, and lives.    
          Jay Biere │ Chief Executive Officer 
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HONORING OUR RESIDENTS 

Janet Roman  10/02 
Ilse Walter   10/03 
Jerry Horn   10/03 
Janice Johnson  10/05 
Charles Davison  10/06 
Gene Sriver   10/06 
Dick Beal   10/08 
Diane Fitzpatrick  10/08 
Shirley Nelson  10/09 
Dave Brown   10/10 
Bette Spray   10/10 
Elizabeth White  10/10 
Dolores Valli  10/10 
Jan Kaminski  10/11 
Donna Lundstrom  10/11 
Meleesa Sullivan  10/12 
Marge Reimann  10/14 
Al Fischer   10/15 
Jan McDermed  10/15 
Phyllis Dunn   10/16 
Evelyn Theis   10/16 
John Vespo   10/19 
Don Johnston  10/20 
Marion Giles  10/21 
Frank Scalise  10/21 
Lynn Kissel   10/22 
Larry Shell   10/23 
Alice Chin   10/24 
Marilyn Stiles  10/25 
Jennie Bozic   10/28 
Don DeBraal   10/28 
Bill Peterson   10/29 
Nancy Droste  10/30 
 
 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Jeanine Benetier 
Victoria Brejla 
Dr. Mary Jo Evans 
Victor Giustino 
Randolph Madurzak 
Kenneth Olson 
Gertrude Schmitt 
Betty Stromberg 

IN MEMORIAM 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  
 
 

Art & Ivah Leemis—10/8/1949 
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MEET MARTI TRACY 
If Plymouth Place had a book of records on how many current residents 
each new resident knew when entering the door, Marti Tracy would win 
the trophy easily.  After recognizing some marital name changes, she 
knows fifty-one residents now living here.  Of course, living a very active 
life in La Grange for fifty-three years was behind this triumph. 
 
Marti grew up on a farm in Kankakee County with a younger brother and 
attended small local schools, graduating from Reddick High School 
where she was editor of her newspaper and yearbook.  She then went to 
Illinois State University, graduating with degrees in both English and 
Journalism.  There she edited the ISU campus newspaper, The Vidette,  

      with co-editor, Bill Tracy. 
 
Bill and Marti married after graduation, and Marti taught English at Richards High School in 
Oak Lawn for four years until their son, Mark, was born.  In 1968 they moved to La Grange 
where Marti decided to go into local politics.  She was elected to the position of Trustee on the 
Village Board and was assigned the responsibility of chairman of the Village Police and Fire  
Department Committee.  It came as a surprise to her to learn that she was the only woman in 
the State of Illinois to be so designated.  That distinction was so unique at that time that she 
was listed in a Rutgers University publication on women in elected offices. 
 
Her interest in cooking resulted in creating Marti's Parties, a catering service that she ran from 
1976-1983.  When she was a young girl, she loved her grandmother's jewelry and became  
interested in colored stones.  Her friendship with the Fey family lead her to take classes from 
the Gemological Institute of America while working for Fey & Co. Jewelers in La Grange.  She 
became a certified gemologist and colored stone specialist and also began giving programs 
for Fey & Co. for twenty-five years until she retired. 
 
Some of Marti's most popular programs, presented for many people in the local and  
metropolitan areas, as well as nearby states, were “All That Glitters,” “A Girl’s Best Friend,” and 
“Crystals, Color, and You.”  Marti continues to present programs on some of her longtime  
interests such as the Crown jewels and paperweights.  At one time, she had over ten subject 
areas she followed. 
 
Her son, Mark, who now lives in Boulder, CO, summed up Marti's joy with her move to  
Plymouth Place.  “I thought Disney provided the happiest place in the world, but you have 
found it at Plymouth Place.”  She replied, “I totally agree.” 
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Linda and Mike Cieslak were both born in Chicago 
but were introduced much later at Northern Illinois 
University by a good friend.  Linda grew up in 
Elmwood Park with an older brother and went to 
Elmwood Park High School.  She was an education 
major at Northern Illinois.  Linda and Mike were  
married in 1972 and she taught first grade until their 
first child was born. 

 
Mike attended St. Patrick High School in Chicago and then headed for 
Northern Illinois University for a degree in accounting.  His professional 
career began at Motorola, then Chicago Title and Trust, CNA Insurance, 
and Manpower Inc.  Along the way he obtained an MBA at the University 
of Chicago and passed the CPA exam. 
 
Linda and Mike lived in a condominium in Bloomingdale for three years 
after marriage, but then moved in 1975 to Dover Avenue in La Grange 
where they have lived until relocating to Plymouth Place. They have two 
girls, Karen and Lisa, and a son, Michael, who is better known as Mikey. 
 
Linda became very involved in the Girl Scouts for over twenty years and 
was co-leader with a friend for the Girl Scout Day at Brookfield Zoo which 
hosted Girl Scout troops from all over the area.  Mike was busy coaching 
Little League baseball and girls' softball.  His quiet observation was that 
the parents were more difficult to handle than the children. 
 
After the children were grown, Linda worked at Bethlehem Woods  
retirement home for ten years.  She and Mike also traveled widely with 
many river cruises in Europe and visits to Alaska, Panama, Australia, and 
New Zealand. 

MEET MICHAEL & LINDA CIESLAK 
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GET TO KNOW YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS! 
 

The sales team has been busy, and we continue to welcome new neighbors to Plymouth 
Place.  If there are faces you don’t recognize, go up and say hello!  Invite your new  
neighbor to dinner or to join you for a program.  Let’s make sure each of our new residents 
feels part of the Plymouth Place community! 

 

Mary Bolan—Residence 422   Marti Tracy—Residence 538 
Michael & Linda Cieslak—Residence 738  Pat Urycki—Residence 417  
Dr. Joe Kerwin—Residence 108   Jean Waringo—Residence 608 
Judy Pizza—Residence 262     Anna Yuan—Residence 717  
James Smith—Residence 509  

File of Life and Emergency  
Pendants 
Victoria Dzierzbicki, IL Resident Service 
Manager, is available to assist you to 
learn more regarding these very  
important items.  Call  
708-482-6636 to 
make an  
appointment, or stop 
at office #1167. 

 
 
 
 
The Clinic is available to support you with a 
number of services.  Kathy Lutz, Clinic  
Manager, is a wonderful resource regarding 
the services available in the Clinic, as well as 
current hours and schedules.  Please call 
Kathy at  708.482.6777 to discuss services 
and/or get your questions answered. 

RESIDENTS’ COUNCIL EMPLOYEE  
CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND 

Elves come out from hiding in October to begin preparation for Christmas.  They may look a lot 
like one of your neighbors as they distribute material on behalf of the Residents’ Council  
Employee Christmas Gift Program.  Your delivered packet will include information plus a gift  
envelope. 
When the delivery is made in early October, we urge you to participate so that your 2021 gift can 
say “thank you and Merry Christmas” to more than 300 Plymouth Place employees.  Thank you on 
behalf of 2021 committee members: Joan DeRycke, Diane Fitzpatrick, Anita Koziol, Vern Kramer, 
Donna Lundstrom, Russ Lundstrom, Jan McDermed, Tom Moran, and Jean Schnelle. 
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CELEBRATING OUR EMPLOYEES 
WELCOME TO THE  

PLYMOUTH PLACE TEAM! 

Edward Acevedo—Lead Painter 
Javier Aguirre—Laundry Aide 
Sharonda Brumfield—Server 
Theresa Dohler—Admissions  
  Coordinator 
Sandy Jones—CNA 
Jovantay Kelly—Utility Worker 
Linda Klika—Housekeeper 

Roshnada McNeal—Registry CNA 
Latasha Moore—Registry RN 
Emily Moyolt—Resident Assistant 
Jovito Palparan—Registry RN 
Michele Thompson—Senior  
   Accountant 
Alicia Tinoco-Gomez—Server 
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 SPIRITUAL CORNER   Rev. Doreen Sterba DeZur, Chaplain 
As we enter the Fall season, we see lots of changes in nature outside: summer plants 
slowly browning off, squirrels burying nuts, cranes and other birds calling out as they 
fly southward, trees changing color.  Soon the leaves will fall off.  There is a scent to 
the fall season.  People, even myself on occasion, have said that this smell is the scent 
of rotting leaves.  Death is in the air and visually seen.      
 
But I also see it another way.  Yes, some plants are changing, seemingly dying, but as 
they leave us, they drop seeds for new life.  As others stop blooming and “die back,” 
these perennials are gaining strength for next year's reappearance.  Some of what 
squirrels bury become new life next year.  The birds leave but come back.  The trees 
will bud again next year.  All these things change in the fall, they get older, but their 
beautiful life continues on.  It's not death, it is change.  Aging is change.  
 
And so it is with us... We age.  We change.  I love this essay from the book Quiet 
Thoughts by Paul S. McElroy. 
 
                      It All Depends 
Age is relative.  It depends upon what kind of age we mean.  In a progressive school, a 
child when asked how old he was reputedly replied, "well, the latest personal survey 
shows my anatomical age as seven, my psychological age as twelve, my physiological 
age as six, and my moral age as four.  I presume however, you refer to my  
chronological age, which is eight."  
Age does not depend on accumulated birthdays, but upon the elasticity of our spirit 
and the vigor of our mind.  Age is a quality of mind.  If we have left our dreams behind 
and our hope is cold, and we have ceased to look ahead, and our ambition's fires are 
dead,.... then we are old.  But if from life we take the best, and if in life we keep our 
jest, and still hold love, then no matter how the years go by, no matter how many 
birthdays fly, we are not old. 
 
Fall IS a season of change, a season of aging.  How do you and I age?  In this season of 
your life, my friends, still dream for the future, keep loving, keep laughing, hold onto 
hope for the future.  Are you growing still, or are you old?   
 
Blessings!  
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  FOCUS ON FITNESS  
   

WELLNESS TREND—INTELLECTUAL 

Is there a relationship between cognitive function and physical activity?  There is an  
increasing body of evidence pointing to the beneficial effects of physical activity on  
various cognitive functions.  Studies show that physical activity improves executive  
function, attention, cognitive speed, working memory, and episodic memory.  A  
review by the Cochrane Foundation found evidence that aerobic activity is  
beneficial to cognitive function in older people without known cognitive  
impairment.  Observational studies and a clinical trial have associated moderate 
physical activity with a reduced risk for developing Alzheimer’s disease.  So an  
increased level of physical activity is not only good for the body but also good for 
the mind.  

 

LOW VISION PRODUCTS SHOW 

On Tuesday, October 5, The Chicago Lighthouse will be at Palos Hills Community 
Center providing free demonstrations on various low vision products.  Join us on 
the Plymouth Place bus, leaving at 9:45 a.m., and returning around 12:00 p.m.  If 
you would like to attend, please call Stefanie at 708-482-6775 to reserve your spot!  

 

BALANCE CLINIC 

Join the wellness and therapy teams 
on Tuesday, October 26 for a 
chance to check your balance.  The 
balance clinic will be held in the 
Hendrickson Fitness Center from 
12:45-2:00 p.m.  We hope to see 
you there!  
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HEALTH CARE CENTER HAPPENINGS  Celeste 

The leaves are changing colors, and in the Health Care Center we couldn’t be 
more excited to fall into the new season!  On the 13th, we will be watching the 
Wizard of Oz as our Classic Movie.  This month we will welcome one of our  
favorite performers, Mr. Showman, on October 20 for our Wine and Cheese  
Party!  Don’t be too scared, we will be hosting a special Ice Cream Social with a 
program about Haunted Chicago on the 26th.  Liz Goss will spin into Albert Hall 
on the 27th for our Birthday Bash to celebrate October birthdays.  Bring a friend 
and come enjoy yourself in our Health Care Center!  

SCENE ON THE SECOND FLOOR   Holly & Anita 

Fall is finally here, and we are excited to enjoy the beautiful season by planting 
some mums on our second floor balcony.  Come to the Margaret Bailey Lounge 
every Friday at 2:00 p.m. to enjoy a root beer float and watch Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents.  On the 12th, we will get together to decorate spooky houses!  On  
Friday, October 29, at 2:00 p.m., we will enjoy music by Clarence Goodman and 
have some witches brew.  Check your calendar for many more exciting events!   
 

MEMORY CARE MUSINGS                   Ruby & Kelsey  

Welcome to Spooky Season!  This month is going to be very busy for the  
residents of Greg’s Place!  From fall decorating to our annual Halloween party we 
will be getting in all of our fall festivities!  On October 2, there will be a car show 
happening for all of the car lovers!  This event will take you back to look at all of 
the vintage cars and return to the present with some newer models.  Come join 
us every Tuesday for ice cream and entertainment in Albert Hall!  We will join our 
Assisted Living friends for a Spooky Town Tour on October 11!  Our annual  
Halloween Party will be on Friday, October 29, so dress up however you would 
like for our costume contest.  Happy Fall! 
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October 2021
Happy Halloween!

7:15 pm Movie: Bell, 
Book and Candle (DH)

10:30 am Worship (DH)
12:15 pm CSO 
Transportation (Lobby)
2 pm Costume Parade (DH)
5 pm Ghoulish Dinner & 
Halloween Presentation 
(Bistro)

9:15 am Chimes (DH)
9:30 Brain Fitness (CA)
2pm Art Appreciation (DH)

11 am Theater Showcase: A 
Streetcar Named Desire with 
lunch break (TH)
11:30 am Shakes Theater 
Transportation 
2 pm Stroke Support Group 
(CA)

10 am Creative Writers (ED)
12:45 pm - 2 pm Balance 
Clinic (FC)
1 pm Dance Aerobics (FC)
2 pm Bible Study (CA)
5 pm Birthday Bonanza (DH)

10:30 am Catholic 
Service (DH)
4 pm Great Courses 
(DH)
7:15 pm Movie: A Star 
is Born (DH)

LIFE ENRICHMENT TIPS

Bake a big batch of cookies!

Send them to your 
grandchild!

2 pm Saturday Opera 
Series: Simon 
Boccanegra (DH)
7:15 pm Movie: Instant 
Family

10:30 am Worship (DH)
11:15 am ROMEOS 
Lunch (Lobby)

9:15 am Chimes (DH)
9:30 Brain Fitness (CA)
10 am - Noon Hand Massages with 
Christina 
2 pm Art Appreciation (DH)
3 pm Theater Showcase: Prosperous 
Voyage London Philharmonic (TH)
5 pm Dementia Series, Part 4 (DH)

9 am - 4 pm Flu Vaccine Clinic (DH)
12:15 pm Drury Lane 
Transportation (lobby)
1 pm Low Vision Support Group 
(ED)
2 pm Theater Showcase: Barbra 
Streisand in Concert (TH)

9:30 am Morton Arboretum 
(lobby)
2:30 pm One Day University: 
Who Else is Out There? (DH)
1 pm Dance Aerobics (FC)
4:30 pm Cocktails on the 
Lanai (DH)

10:30 am Catholic 
Service (DH)
4 pm Great Courses 
(DH)
7:15 pm Movie:

LIFE ENRICHMENT TIPS

Write a poem.

Read it to a friend!

7:15 pm Movie: Fargo 
(DH)

10:30 am Worship (DH)
12:15 pm CSO 
Transportation (Lobby)
2 pm Documentary "The 
Unimaginable Journey of 
Peter Urtel" and 
Director Discussion (DH)

9:15 am Chimes (DH)
9:30 am Brain Fitness (CA)
2 pm Art Appreciation (DH)
7:15 pm Dole Hall 
Presents: Mark Streder & 
Bethany Newman

10 am One Day University: The 
History of the Crossword Puzzle 
(DH)
2 pm Stroke Support Group (CA)
4 pm Luck of the Draw (DH)
7:15 pm Die Musikmeisters

 Concert (DH)

10:30 am Travel Writers 
(PDR)
1 pm Dance Aerobics (FC)
4 pm Step Up to the Plate 
(PDR)

10:30 am Catholic 
Service (DH)
4 pm Great Courses (DH)
7:15 pm Movie: Copying 
Beethoven (DH)

Story Corps Interviews 
(Time and location TBD)

2 pm Saturday Opera 
Series: Ariadne Auf 
Naxos (DH)
7:15 pm Movie: African 
Queen (DH)

10:30 am Worship (DH)
12:15 pm CSO 
Transportation (Lobby)
2 pm ROMA (movie DH)

9:15 am Chimes (DH)
9:30 am Brain Fitness (CA)
2 pm Art Appreciation (DH)
3 pm Memory Writers (ED)
6:30 pm Lyons Township High 
School Concert (Lobby)

Thursday

9 am - 4 pm COVID Vaccine Booster 
Clinic (DH)
10:30 am Ladies Luncheon (PDR)
12:30 pm Lyric Opera 
Transportation (lobby)
1pm Low Vision Support Group (ED)
7:15 pm Dole Hall Presents: Laura 
Utley 

Wednesday

9:15 am Low Vision 
Support Group Outing 
(lobby)
10 am Piping Plover 
Documentary & Bird 
Watching (DH)
1pm Dance Aerobics (FC)

Tuesday

10:30 am Catholic Service 
(DH)
2 pm Opera Lecture (DH)
4 pm Great Courses (DH)
7:15 pm Movie: 
Zookeepers Wife

Monday

LIFE ENRICHMENT TIPS

Take a walk to the pond.

Read a challenging book.

Sunday

9 am - Noon: Vintage 
Car Show (Front 
Parking Lot)
7:15 pm Movie: The 
Book Club

Saturday

10:30 am Worship (DH)
12:15 pm CSO 
Transportation (Lobby)

3 pm Boozy Bingo (DH)

Friday

October 2021
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GREAT COURSES:  
POLITICAL AND CULTURAL REVOLUTIONS 

 
 
 
 

Fall Series continues throughout October on Mondays at 4 p.m. in Dole Hall. 
 
The Fall Session of Great Courses examining revolutions that have shaped our 
political and cultural world began on September 13 and continues  
throughout October.  Explore the Movements that Changed the World will “take 
you back in time and around the world to examine some of history’s most  
momentous and influential transformations.”  Actually, a large portion of the 
events discussed are quite contemporary and have occurred in our lifetimes.  
We know the “before” and the result.  
 
The series will run for 12 weeks (24 half-hour lectures) through November.  The 
lecture list is posted on the Events Bulletin Board.  Lectures begin promptly at 
4:00 p.m. in Dole Hall, timed to enjoy just before dinner on Mondays.  No pre-
registration required.  

Mondays (October 4, 11, 18, 25) 
10:30 a.m., Dole Hall: Catholic Service 
4 p.m., Dole Hall: Great Courses 
7:15 p.m., Dole Hall: Movie Night 
 

Tuesdays (October 5, 12, 19, 26) 
1 p.m., Fitness Center: Dance Aerobics 
 
Thursdays (October 7, 14, 21, 28) 
9:15 a.m., Dole Hall: Chimes Choir 
9:30 a.m., Creative Arts: Brain Fitness 
2 p.m., Dole Hall: Art Appreciation 

Fridays (October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29) 
10:30 a.m., Dole Hall: Worship Service 
3 p.m., Skyline: Spanish Class 
 
Saturdays (October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30) 
7:15 p.m., Dole Hall: Movie Night 

WEEKLY PROGRAMS & EVENTS 
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PERFORMING ARTS AND EXCURSIONS 

 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra   
Friday matinees, October 1, 8, 15, 29                                                                  

Depart from Lobby 12:15 p.m., Return 4:00 p.m. 
To purchase tickets, call the Box Office at (312) 294-3000.  Round-trip transportation is $10.                     

Sign up at the Concierge Desk. 
 
 

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Wednesday, October 6 – Macbeth 

Depart from Lobby 12:30 p.m., Return 5:45-6:30 p.m. (pending length of performance) 
To purchase tickets, call the Box Office at (312) 827-5600.  Round-trip transportation is $10.  

Sign up at the Concierge Desk. 
 
 

Morton Arboretum Fall Color Outing 
         Thursday, October 21   

Depart from Lobby 9:30 a.m., Return 2:30 p.m. 
Travel to Morton Arboretum for a fabulous ride through the trees in all their fall glory.  Stop 

in the Arboretum gift shop, enjoy lunch on your own in the Ginkgo Restaurant, or take a 
stroll around Maple Lake & Children’s Garden.  Round-trip transportation is $10.  Admission 

to the Arboretum is $16 if not member.                         
Sign up and please let Concierge know if you are a member. 

 
 

Drury Lane Theater 
    Wednesday, October 20 – Forever Plaid 

Depart from Lobby at 12:45 p.m., Return approx. 4:30 p.m. 
 To purchase a subscription or tickets for individual performances, call the Box Office at  

(630) 530-0111.  Round-trip transportation is $5.  Sign up at the Concierge Desk.  
 
 

Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
    Wednesday, October 27 – As You Like It 

To purchase a subscription (subscription code “WM4”) or tickets for individual  
performances, call the Box Office at (312) 595-5600.  Round-trip transportation is $10.   

Sign up at the Concierge Desk.  
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BESSIE ROOSE LIBRARY │ NEW BOOKS 

 
The Windsor Knot by S.J. Bennett.  Her majesty, the Queen, investigates the 
shocking and untimely death in one of the castle bedrooms. 
The Venice Sketchbook by Rhys Bowen.  Love and secrets collide in Venice 
during World War II as mysteries are unlocked after more than sixty years. 

The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd.  Based on Eliza Lucas' letters, this is 
an historical fiction account of how a teenage girl produced indigo dye, 
the foundation of incredible wealth of Southern families today.   
President George Washington served as a pall bearer at her funeral. 
The Good Sister (large print) by Sally Hepworth.  Compelling and  

unpredictable, this novel is about the ties and lies that bind two sisters. 
The Case of the Murderous Dr. Cream: The Hunt for a Victorian Seral Killer 
by Dean Jobb.  A true crime story of the infamous prisoner and a fascinating 
and insightful portrait of late 19th century police work. 
Not a Happy Family by Shari Lapena.  The Mertons, living in an  
expensive house in upstate New York, are brutally murdered after 
Easter dinner with their three children who, of course, are 
devastated.  Or are they? 
It's Better This Way (large print) by Debbie Macomber.  After her marriage 
ends, one woman's struggle to pick up the pieces finally leads to a new  
beginning, but is the past truly behind her? 
The Madness of Crowds (regular and large print) by Louise Penny.  When Chief 
Inspector Armond Gamache returns to Three Pines for a holiday, he is asked to 
provide security for a university lecture.  Discussions become arguments which 
turn into fights and murder. 
The Eagle's Claw: A Novel About the Battle of Midway (large print) by Jeff 

Shaara. Code breaker Joe Rochefort alerts Admiral Chester Nimitz to 
what the Japanese are planning.  Admiral Isoroku is the Japanese  
mastermind in this heroic battle. 
Complications (large print) by Danielle Steel.  Scandal and tragedy 
erupt against the backdrop of the exclusive Paris hotel, Hotel Louis XVI. 
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PHILANTHROPY NEWS   
 
With fall now upon us, many are keeping a watchful eye anticipated tax policies for 2022.  Here are some  
perspectives:  

The Tax Policy Center at Northern Trust has advised that it’s “most likely” that capital gains will go from 20% 
to 25% or higher in 2022. 

According to the Tax Foundation (www.taxfoundation.org), “The proposal to tax capital gains at higher,  
ordinary income tax rates would lead the U.S. to have the highest top marginal tax rate on capital gains 
in the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).”  

There is also discussion that the federal estate tax exemption will be reduced from its current level (now 
$11.7 million) to $5 or $6 million. 

 
While it’s all still up in the air at this stage, it is broadly anticipated that these changes will occur in some shape or 
form.  As you sit with your family and your financial advisor to plan for what might be on the tax horizon in 2022, 
if you are philanthropically-inclined, consider a charitable gift to Plymouth Place.  Not only can such gifts be a 
mechanism to secure an income tax deduction and possibly generate life income, they can also offset future cap-
ital gains and possible future estate tax liabilities.  Moreover, such intentional gifts sustain the charitable work of 
Plymouth Place.  In your lifetime, you can witness the joy and impact of your giving. 
 
Some gift planning ideas you may wish to consider include: 
 Gift of stock or appreciated asset to Plymouth Place. 
 Charitable Gift Annuity.  For the first time, Plymouth Place now offers CGAs as a life income opportunity 

through Northern Trust.  A minimum investment of $10,000 is required, and donors receive fixed payments 
for life.  Donors also receive a charitable income tax deduction at the time of their gift for the charitable gift 
portion of the annuity.  CGAs can be funded by cash, stock, or an asset. 

 Consider setting up a Donor Advised Fund and naming Plymouth Place as a beneficiary.  This is offered by 
various institutions, including our preferred institutional philanthropy advisor, Northern Trust.  

 Some donors like to update their estate plan to include the charity of their choice.  The language used for 
Plymouth Place can be sourced on our gift planning website, www.plymouthplacegiving.org. We encourage 
you and your family to browse this website as a resource for all your gift planning needs.   

 Perhaps the simplest way of putting Plymouth Place in your estate plan is to consider updating your entrance  
fee refund agreement to gift a portion to Plymouth Place.  This way you avoid having to pay to legally  
update your estate plan!   

 
In all of the above scenarios, you would join our esteemed Plymouth Rock Society, which is located on our new 
Monarch donor wall as part of the Naomi Borwell Giving Societies.  You’ll also receive an automatic invitation to 
our annual Legacy Tea!  
 
Currently, Philanthropy is working to renovate the Carhart Garden on the third floor.  This area is in disrepair and 
needs to be renovated to allow for greater Life Enrichment activities, while also enhancing the beautiful mosaic, 
created by our volunteers.  The estimated cost of this unbudgeted project is $220,000. More to follow! 
  
On behalf of our Philanthropy office, we thank you for partnering with us in making a difference in the lives our 
residents and staff and the greater community at large! It truly takes a village!  

 
Paddy Homan │ Senior Director of Philanthropy 
708.557.6678 │ phoman@plymouthplace.org  
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DOLE HALL PRESENTS! 
Wednesday, October 6, 7:15 p.m. 
Laura Fako Utley & Lisa Fako, musicians 
 These talented sisters return to play classical music, with Laura  
 (pictured to the right) on harp and Lisa on violin.  
 
 

 
Thursday, October 14, 7:15 p.m. 
Mark Streder & Bethany Norman, musicians 
Join Mark Streder on piano and Bethany Norman on vocals as they 
perform cabaret music and songs from the American songbook. 
 
 

 
Thursday, October 28, 7:15 p.m. 
Daniel Ziesmer, violinist  
 A favorite of Dole Hall Presents!, Daniel Ziesmer returns to play  
 popular violin pieces in his classical style. 

AUTUMN DOORSCAPES OF PLYMOUTH PLACE 
Autumn décor is all around as you walk through the halls!  Get some exercise 
as you explore and enjoy your neighbors’ doorscapes. 
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AUTUMN DOORSCAPES OF PLYMOUTH PLACE 
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  Our Life in Photos  
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The Jeremy Khan Trio 

Dole Hall Presents  
in September 

Lynn Rymarz as Lady Churchill 
The Orion Ensemble 

Cubs “Rally at 
Wrigley” to  

Honor Frontline 
Staff and  
Business  
Partners 
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Steak Fry in  
Partnership with 

the Rotary Club of 
Western Springs 

Event with  
Major General 
John Borling 



Plymouth Place Staff: Brittany Jones 
Talent Acquisition Manager 

 

If the job title baffles you, Brittany Jones will explain her role with a 
smile, enthusiasm, and an ambitious plan.  Her focus is on finding  
excellent employees across all disciplines.  That means she follows up 
on leads from staff and residents, posts and follows up on job boards, 
and keeps social media posts up-to-date.  In time, she hopes to be able 
to visit schools in person. 
 

Brittany grew up in Lynwood, IL with an older sister and still lives there 
with her husband, Tony; son, Avery; and daughter, Harper.  She  
graduated from Thornton Fractional High School, editing the yearbook 

and working off-campus part-time.  She met Tony in high school, and they both attended  
Purdue-Calumet University where she majored in secondary education.   
 

After marriage and the birth of her son, she became operations manager for Learning Tree 
Child Care from 2009 to 2012.  She then became a real estate sales broker from 2014 to 2019, 
which she loved though the times were tough.  She began attending night school for a  
business degree at Timothy Christian College in Palos Heights. 
 

Both Brittany's mother and grandmother worked in food service and hospitality in schools and 
senior living facilities.  She followed her heritage with a position as Food Service Manager for 
Elior North America-Preferred Meals which provided meals for K-8 in multiple locations.  
There, Brittany was responsible for inventory and procurement management, recruitment, 
staffing, budgeting, and payroll. 
 

She then became Food Service Director at Hyde Park Hospitality in Chicago where she  
managed, motivated, and trained the Chicago Public Schools Nutritional Support staff.  Her 
food service program covered fifteen schools and one hundred employees in a twelve hour a 
day job.  She found she could not continue her business classes at night school and had little 
time for her family. 
 

She was very happy to learn of the job opening at Plymouth Place from her mother's  
connections in the senior living industry.  She has been here just one month and cannot  
believe the wonderful support and care of the staff and the kindness of the residents.   
 

315 N. La Grange Road ~ La Grange Park, IL 60526 ~ Phone: 708-354-0340 
www.plymouthplace.org 

 

Plymouth Place offers a full continuum of care under one roof, including independent  
living and assisted living residences, memory care suites, Medicare-certified short-term 
rehabilitation, and long-term skilled nursing.  Our person-centered approach to quality 
care allows us to tailor services and programs to meet the evolving needs and preferences 
of our residents. 
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